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1.
PURPOSE

1.1
The purpose of this procedure is to identify specific instructions for the safe grinding operations and ensure that employees are qualified as required by federal and state agencies.
2.
SCOPE

2.1
This procedure is designed for Management Services Northwest, Inc. employees whose job assignments expose them to the hazards associated with grinding.
3.
RESPONSIBILITY

3.1
Managers shall be responsible for implementing the Grinding Procedure.
3.2
Supervisors shall ensure that employees comply with the Grinding Procedure.
3.3
Employees shall comply with this procedure.

3.4
The Safety Department shall develop and maintain the Grinding Procedure.
4.
PROCEDURE

4.1
General Requirements

4.1.1
Provide adequate ventilation.

4.1.2
Know where the nearest fire extinguisher is. Use a fire watch when necessary.


4.1.9.1
Appropriate fire extinguishing equipment must be readily available. 
(25 to 50 ft.)
4.1.3
Use flash screens when grinding to protect other people.

4.2
Eye Injuries

4.2.1
Grinding can cause eye injuries. Full face shields and safety glasses should be worn at all times. (Specific job requirements may be more stringent.)

4.2.2
Protect others from your grinding operation. Use approved curtains or flash screen in and around active work areas.

4.2.3
Use care in removing safety glasses and face shield so as not to cause residual dust particles to enter the eyes.

4.3
Ear injuries/Hearing Damage

4.3.1
Grinding sparks can enter the ear and burn and possibly permanently damage the ear.

4.3.2
High noise levels can affect your hearing.

4.3.3
Always wear protective ear equipment as appropriate. Protection which covers the entire ear is recommended.

4.4
Grinding

4.4.1
Always use proper protective equipment.

4.4.2
Use guards whenever they can be used. If you must remove a guard for any reason, get authorization form your supervisor, and replace it as soon as possible.

4.4.3
Use flash screens or nonflammable visqueen to confine flying particles whenever anyone else is exposed.

4.4.4
Inspect grinding wheels before using them. Use only wheels that are rated (RPM) for the machine you are using.

4.4.5
On bench grinders, keep tongue guards no more than 1/4” and work rests no more than 1/8” away form the grinding wheel.

4.4.6
Do not use or allow any oily or greasy substance to come in contact with compressed gas cylinders, manifold valves, regulators, hoses or torches. Oil or grease in the presence of oxygen may ignite with explosive violence.

